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HISTORY OF THE CULT OF NARASIMHA IN A.P.

- 0. (5. 38R0 SoHbwedDho

“The sculptural evidence of Chenchu Lakshmi at Korukonda (East Godavari district) on the hill is the
earliest one, thereisno evidence of the existence of Chenchu Lakshmi, though there are legends about her, but
they cannot be established prior to the scul pture, found in the temple on the hill of Korukonda.

Korukonda, East godavari dist. - Chenchu Lakshmi standing with an arrow, in pleasing manner, isinstalled.
Narayanamurti is seen picking out athorn from her foot. Small figures of thistype can be seen on the pillars of
the mandapa. (p.151) 85080568 (SoantFi) BotHeg, B0 RPBE FPO8DH B Fpddo (135 Fwog)

Vasantika Parinayam, a Sanskrit drama, written by Sri Van Sathakopa Jiyyamgaru, the seventh pontiff of
Ahobila math, describing the marriage of the Lord Narsimha with Chencheta, lend support to the popular
legend. (p.227)

This Jiyar was popular as the author of a Sanskrit drama, entitled "Vasantika Parinayam". The theme of
the dramaisthe marriage of god Narasimhawith a Chenchu woman. Theimportant of hiswork isthat t-isisthe
first of itskind in Sanskrit literature, which mentions the association of god Narasimhawith Chencheta, atribal
woman. (p.231) 155 $a6® @dPpemHe DOTHOY, BLREO ‘TDOBE DOBAO’ TBO TP

Thetemple consists of asanctum, which isk acarvern, and the shrines of Sivaand Narasimha, Sudarsana
and of Chenchu Lakshmi. (p.233)

Pillar-figure in the mukha mandapa of the upper Ahobilam temple. Here god Narasimha is wooing a
chenchu woman. It belongs to the 14th century A.D.

Pillar-figure is from the Rangamandapa of the lower Ahobilam temple and belongs to the Vijayanagara
period. It is a rare sculpture in wooing posture of god Narasimha with Chenchita. It is more charming and

facinating than the sculpture of Chenchita at upper Ahobilam. e8@e BotidosHos® oo,

Vedadri, Krishnadist. - Thetemple consists of asanctum, antarala, mukhamandapaand three small shrines
of Rajya Lakshmi, Chenchu Lakshmi and Alvars. (p.143) Sce@é® (gipeer) Soched, oo,

Image is in the inner sanctum of pata (old) Narasimha Swamy temple at Dharmapuri in Karimnagar
district. TheLord hasrolling eyes, lolling tongue and puffed up cheeks. Chenchu L akshmi who isabout 3/4ftin

height, is standing on hisleft thigh. (p.349) 555, (8805t56eeR) Barea068 BotHed,

No Aagama Sastra so far mentioned the association of god Narasimhawith Chenchita. But we have three
such examples of god Narasimha, wooing Chenchita.

Narasimha wooing Chenchita s&sHeer HE50BI00 GIEHBER0REROI00EE BOWS

Sculpture ison a pillar of central four pillars in the muknamandapam of the Ugra Narasimha temple at
Peddamudiyam of Cuddapah district. Itisabout 1.1/4 ft in height, facing the West. God Narasimhaand Chenchita
are standing on a pedestal. The face of the Chenchitais completely broken. She has two arms, holding a bow
in her left hand and supports her right hand on the left, touching the left shoulders of the god with her fingers.”

- Dr. Madabhusini Narasimhacharya,
History of the culture of Narasimha in Andhra Pradesh, Ahobilamutt, Hyderabad.
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Thelord of the templeisobviously an ancient tribal deity worshipped from countless ages by thetribalsin
the Nallamalai hills - more particularly, the Chenchus. It is thus that the consort of the Lord hails from the
Chenchu tribe and is the famous Chenchu Lakshmi, wooed into holy wedlock by the Man-lion incarnation of
Vishnu.

- Si Ahobila Narasimha Svamy Temple, Pidatala Stapati
Published by - The Director, Archaeology & Museums, Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad
1982.

Close by, there is a shrine dedicated to Yogananda Narasimha, where Lord Narasimhaisin a Yogasana
posture. Close to the Deity isastone slab Known as Prahlada Bandawhere Bhakta Prahladais said to have sat
for his Yoga lessons taken from Lord Yogananda Narasimha Swamy Himself. Higher up, about 2 miles from
there, is the Ukkustambha (steel pillar) where Lord Ugra Narasimha has emerged to destroy the evil demon,
Hiranyakasipa. A mile and a half from there is the Jwala Narasimha shrine. This place is said to be the actual
spot where the fierce anger of the Lord is seated over Garuda peetam. Prahladaisin Anjali hasta pose to the
right of the Lord. A shrine to the right shows Lord Narasimha with Goddess Chenchu Lakshmi. To the left is
seen the shrine of Lord Narasimha emerging out of the pillar ready to kill the demon, Hiranyakasipa. These
three shrines comprise the main sanctum in the Jwala Narasimha Swamy temple. Close by, thereis.

- The Splendor of Si Nava Narasimha of Ahobila Kshetram (Divya Tirupati N0.97)
by Acharya Ranga Komanduri, Sillwater, OK, U.SA. 2000
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The Hindu pilgrims have had to depend on the forest dwelling Chenchus to plod their way through the
heart of the dense forestsin order to reach the temple of their adored deity Narasimha. And the Chenchus also
got something in lieu of the service offered by them to the pilgrims which proved useful for maintaining their
life. Gradually this interdependence grew stronger and came to be reflected in the cultures of both the groups
rather, it gave birth to a composite culture which was reflected in the folklore of the Chenchus and the non-
tribal Hindus aswell asin thereligious lore of the Hindus. Thus the Chenchus offered their beloved daughter,
Chenchitato the hands of Narasimha, the lord of the Hindus, and the latter most graciously accepted Chenchita
as her consort. The wedlock symbolizes a close interdependence or, one may say, unison of the cultures of the
Chenchus and the non-tribal Hindus. Neither side here provesto be completely dominant over the other. Neither
side appearstotally subjugated or submerged. Both the cultures remain appreciative of each other and prepared
to borrow from and lend to each other.

The anthropol ogists carefully note thislesson of history and try to make the same availablefor the policy-
makers and administrators and the target groups of development plans and programmes to the non-tribal and
the Chenchus alike of present times. They point out through the analysis of such phenomena as ritual services
of different groupsin the temple complex of Srisailam how the Chenchus and the non-tribal Hindus got enmeshed
in a system of complementarities. The Chenchus found their niche in the complex of temple-services at the
shrine of Narasimha.

... The Chenchus of forests and plateau - a hunting gathering tribe in transition.
Institute of Social research & applied anthropology. Calcutta. P.K. Bhowmick, 1992
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