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The different tiger potential trails and the evidence connect areas suggest that at least some of them are
used by tigers to move long distance. The Critical analysis of the pugmark study reveals that three different
tigers move between Pulicheruvu and Paddarutla using the same trails. It has also been established that these
tigers used these trails on different days. Mother and cub are seen Pullaladonu area.

On several occasion villagers at Thummalabailu saw tigers and conveyed the information to us. The
travelers on main road also reported direct sightings of tigers by the roadside on few occasions. On several
occasionsduring field trips, the author found the pugmarks on Thummal abailu — Chama path, Yerranelagundam,
M odul akunta-Thettagundam area. One small tiger moves from Thummal abailu areato Pulicheruv and returns
to Thummalabailu without proceeding to Peddarutla. This also visits occasionally Yerranelagundam area.

Tigers are also very active in the Chama valley. Thummalabailu is connected to Chama valley by one
prominent game trail. This trail goes south past Yerrabaraka and continuous due south down a large hill to
Peddachamavillage. Along thistrail, found many pugmarks and scats. A mother tigress and cub that movesin
the Chama valley from Peddachama to Kuthupa and most likely to Thummalabailu. Chamma villagers also
reported having seen two tigers together.

Thummalabailu is home to atigerss and cub that comes from Chamavalley. It is also hometo one small
tiger that travels to Pulicheruvu. Both sets of tigers seem to use common paths near Yerranelagundam that
provide accessto the West (Badagal akunta) and the South (Chamma). A tiger isreported regularly near Pullamma
Gudi at the foothills of Chinthala.

At least three different tigers were found near Pecheruvu village. This tigers converge in the central
Pecheruvu plateau during January, February, for mating and then disperse again in to the hilly areas. A large
male tiger uses the area from Pullaladonu to Pecheruvu covering distance of 20-25 kms.

Tiger presence was also found on the trail to Nakkanti and continued to the Palutla and Guttalachenu.
Several live stock kills were al'so been reported. Alatam is another such place frequently visited by the tiger.
Pugmarks were also found south of Peddamanthanala, Chinnamorusu close to Bairluty area. The Rollapenta
Pecheruvu trail is famous for tiger walk. The habit near Duruvasulacheruvu now the tiger re-visiting this area
and uses the trail from lassaragandam - Duruvasulacheruvu - Yerradhari - Thurakapalli. Tiger kills are also
reported from these areas.

Management Plan, Nagarjunasagar - Srisailam Tiger Reserve, 2005
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®endd Aluvg/ 803 Kanche - Fence

&% Digudy/ 8% Uruku - Decline
QENTEY Yekkudu/ &e8en Tadakalu - Incline
LothsKanduvg/ B/ A(E&reo Nidrapolam - Campsite
Eénd Kattuva - Plateau

sederey Kalibata- Pathway

seensd Kaluva- Cana

%oé Kuntg/ e Kolanu - Pond

B8N Kurava - A footpath across a hill

&0 Konda- Hill

&% Kota- Fort

5o& Gandi - A pass between the hills

o Gunta- Pit

oo Gundam - Pool in the rocky base

19¢y Gutta- Small hillock, heap, mound

$80% Chariya/ &%c% Loya- A steep, hallow between the
hills

$® Charri/ %8 Sari/ &éxn Petu - A precipice, A hollow or
dell under ahill

38) 3en Chekkabaddelu/oeg) (@rodo RallaPrantam -
Area with stone slabs

Be¥ Chelaka- Dry or Fallow land

B Chelama- Small pit dugindry river for water
R Cheruvu - Tank

BESreEen Cheremakulu - Treeswith Honey combs
serboden Jalaguntalu - Water holes

&°% Jouku - Loose

@esden Tapalu - Steps

%y - Godess

&3 Dinne/ & Gutta /53% Metta- Mound

&°S Dona - Water spring

%& Pada- Puddle, aslough, asalt marsh

Hd8en Panakalu - Small rockswith honey combs
Henis> Palugu - Crack intherock

o105

a0 Paya- Way

1Yoy Pilligundlu - Stoneswheretiger stalks
00¢ Penta - Chenchu habitation

2o Banda- Sheet rock

20&erd Bandgjaru - Slippery declining sheet rock
20c%en Bayalu- Flat land, Meadow

28% Baraka/ Do Beedu - A saline soil

e} Bugga - Water spring

&°¢oron Bodduraye - Center stone

&% Bodu - Elevated ground, ahillock

Sogen Mattalu - Thickets

0% Mada- Thicket, Densetree growth, Tall shrubs, Thorny
plants

o8 Madaka - Place where water dried up
S0 Madugu - Pond

sogen Middelu - Looks like atressed house
e Motu - A stump, block

B Revu - Landing place or bathing place on the bank of a
canal

&°6 Loddi - A hallow intheground, agully ravine between
thehills

& &8en Lodikalu - Caves

$05) Vompu - Turning

JEoBo8rsy Veduru kupu - Bamboo coupe
% Vagu - Stream

5T Vyavasayaboomi - Fields
g0 Vyavasayam - Agriculture
Q@edo Smasanam - Burial ground

8D Saarava- Scaffolding bridge

¢ Sudda- Chalk, Clay

Qoo Sunnam-Lime

o Sela- Afountain head, aline or streak
28 - Falowfield

35158 Senagadi - Smallcaves with rockbee honey combs
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BOWBON, FERBIMPEC - ivficivard opLhine (1961)

I ntroduction

Byrlutigudemisatribal villagewhich liesnestled in ajungle of the Nallamallai ranges of theforest clad hills
in Kurnool District. Thisvillage isinhabited by what is believed to be one of the most ancient and al so perhaps
the most backward of thetribes of South India, namely the Chenchus. They are spread over in small habitations
dispersed over the western and southern stretches of the Nallamalai ranges mostly in isolated groups. The
existence of the Srisailam shrine of all-India fame in the heart of the Nallamalais where the river Krishna
gorgesthrough the hill ranges creates an atmosphere which seemsto pervadethelife of tribal inhabitants of this
area and has been an important cultural factor in linking up the Chenchus with the plains people. The Chenchu
tribal habitations most of which not easily accessible are spread over in these picturesque forest covered hillson
both sides of the river Krishna, the northern side falling in the Telangana areain Mahabubnagar and Nalgonda
Districts and the southern side in the Andhra area, mostly in Kurnool and Guntur Districts. The uplift of this
backward tribe has engaged the attention of the Government for nearly a century. The amelioration of thistribe
in the area under study in Kurnool District isin charge of the Forest Department of the State Government.

Byrlutigudem village, which forms as it were, an eastern gateway to the Srisailam temple, is now an
important centre of several developmental activities instituted by the State Government for the uplift of the
Chenchus. By virtue of this, the picture of the village reflects the life of the Chenchu tribal, both old and new,
as the following report would show.

L ocation

Perhaps the nearest point at which the Nallamalais can be reached from Kurnool is viaAtmakur, a small
headquarterstown of asub-taluk, 42 miles due east of Kurnool ontheway to Srisailam. The Kurnool-Srisailam
busrouteisnow awell-known highway and it passesthrough Atmakur town which reflectstheinfluence of the
forest that lies only 8 miles away from thistown, as can be seen from the logs of timber, the heaps of bamboo
that are met within the town and the common spectacle of the khakhi uniformed and the green turbaned Forest
Guards moving about the area. It isalso the headquarters of the Forest Range Officer of Byrluti Range. Proceeding
further east from Atmakur about 8 miles on the Srisailam road one enters the thick green deciduous forest of
the Nallamalai hills. These hills fall gradually towards the west and fold from the main ridge running in a
westerly direction descending into the plateau of Atmakur. Passing through this picturesque sub-montane
forest for about two to three miles, one cannot fail to notice a group of strange looking conical huts lying
dispersed in aforest clearing in the midst of atamarind tope on the left, close to the road near 51 milestone
from Kurnool (figl).

One or two odd looking and ill-clad men may be darting across from hut to hut or a man may be found
seated comfortably with his hair being dressed or lice being removed by a woman sitting behind him or a
mother with her child in the sling and a bundle of firewood on her head returning home from the forest (fig7)
or afew odd children peeping out strangely frominsideadark hut. Thisisthevillage of Byrlutigudem considered
to be one of the largest Chenchu habitations of the area. Thelocation of thisvillageisbetween 78°-42’-50" east
longitude and 150°-53'-14" north latitude at a height of 1,150 feet above mean sealevel. Situated in aflat area
in the midst of the forest the village is bounded by Nagalutigudem village in the north, Pasurutla village and
the Bhavanasi river in the south, Rollapenta village in the east, Siddapuram tank, Siddapuram settlement (a
colony for Vadda, a criminal ethnic group now being rehabilitated) and Sanjiva nagaram (a Lambadi colony)
in the south-west and Krishnapuram (awell settled multiethnic village) in the west (map I1). Map | shows the
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general location of thisvillagein thedistrict of Kurnool. The photographs (figs 1& 3) given at the beginning of
this monograph may also be referred to.

Physical aspects

The soil of theareaislight sandy loam of moderate depth sometimes mixed with small boulders or pebbles.
The land on which the Chenchu houses are put up is located at a distance of 6 to 12 miles away from the hill
ranges gently sloping towardsthe north-west. The Chenchu residential huts at Byrlutigudem are constructed in
two distinct parts (map I11). The eastern part of the habitation area where conica hutsare found (fig 1 & 3) is
seated on a slightly raised land when compared to the habitation areain the west which is newly formed as a
Chenchu housing colony with 50 new houses built by Government engaging non-Chenchu labour under ascheme
of colonizing the Chenchu sponsored by the Government of India. The sluice of Siddapuram tank separatesthe
old Chenchu habitation area and the new Chenchu colony.

Bhavanasi, asmall river, flowing south of the village towards the north-western direction feeds this tank.
When thistank (located towards the south-west of the village at a distance of afew furlongs) over-flowsin the
rainy season, the new Chenchu colony which is located in a low-lying area is completely flooded (fig.2).
About a mile down in the north-west there is Gosai Katta (now a breached tank) and the newly reclaimed
cultivable land asits ayacut area, a part of which isallotted to the residents of the Byrlutigudem new housing
colony.

Flora

Theforest surrounding thisvillage beginning with an open thorny scrub or inferior deciduoustype generally
improves to superior pole forest towards the foot-hills. In general, it may be noted that the forest surrounding
thisvillage is not only a source of timber, bamboo, firewood but also of green manure, fodder and other vital
minor forest produce of great commercial value. From olden times this tract is known as moolika nadu or
moolika seema (atract of medicinal herbs) and has been a source of medicinal herbs, barks and roots, edible
roots, tubers, fruits and flowers, honey etc.

Among the inferior deciduous type, the species that are generally found here are chirumanu (anogeissus
latifolia), chikreni (albizziaamara), pachari (dalbergiapaneiculata), billudu (choroxylon swistenia), tellatumma
(acacialeucophloed), vepe (Hardwickiabinata), tunki (dispyros melanoxylon), ulinda (diospyros chloroxylon),
and somi (soymida febrifuga) etc. Among the superior deciduous type of medium dimension the following
species such asteak, vegi (ptorocarpus marsupium), nallamaddi (Terminaliatomentosa), ippa (bassialatifolia)
and other soft wood topes are found. Among bamboo types, the species of bongu veduru (bambusa arundinacea)
and sanna veduru (dendrocalamus strictus) occur in the area flowering gregariously over afairly extensive
areain the locality of Byrlutigudem. Small spots of semi-evergreen types consisting of giannangiferaindica,
dalbergia lanceolaria, mimusop memeceylon, dirisenam (abizzia lebbeck), tellamaddi (Terminalia arjuna),
and neredu (Eugeniajambolane etc, are al so found in and around the perennial sources of water supply. Among
treesyielding minor forest produce, tamarind isthe most important one. Others are sara (buchananialatifolia),
karaka (Terminalia chebula), kunkudu (sapindus emarginatus), rela (cathartocarpus fistula), tangedu (cassia
auriculata), modapu (bauhinia vahlii) and verrapoliki (sterculiaurens). Grasses occurring in the forest consist
mostly of edible strains of good fodder value with the exception of afew strains of the cymbopogon group.
Bandevu gaddi or edumulla gaddi (heteropogon contortus), the spear grass is estimated to be on alarge area
and next in the order of frequency comes nendra gaddi (sohima nervesum). Other grass types are gogadai
gaddi (panicum trypheron), and teynendragaddi (andrepogon pumilus).
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Fauna

The surrounding forest isinhabited by wild animals and birds. The statement on page 3 gives an idea of
wild lifefound in thisarea. In the village, the Chenchus keep dogs as their pets. None keepsfancy birds. They
however keep poultry, she-buffalo and goat are reared by afew families as domestic animals.

Climate

The climate of this area is generally dry and the months from March to May are the hottest when the
temperature goes up to 110°F (43.33°C). With the outbreak of the south-west monsoon early in June, the
temperature drops by about 10°F (6°C) to 15°F (8°C) and thereafter, the climate is agreeable and sometimes
delightful till about the middle of September, when ashort spell of hot weather is experienced before the onset
of the north-east monsoon. The cold weather setsin towardsthe end of November when the minimum temperature
goeslow to 45°F (7.22°C) at nights. Thefirst three months of the year are usually clear and fine with little or no
rain, and the wind blows with moderate force from the south-east. In April and May wind shifts round to the
south-west and increases its velocity and generally brings in some rain towards the end of the latter month.
During the four succeeding months the wind is for the most part westerly and brings with it afair amount of
rain but by September the south-west monsoon is over and during the transition period before the north-east
monsoon setsin, thewind islight and variable and very heavy rain often falls over the whole area; the heaviest
showers usually occur during the south-west monsoon. After October the wind islight but heavy dew falls.

Rainfall recordings of the Forest Department at Byrluti rain guage station shows the 20 year average
(1925-1945) as follows:

Particulars of Rainfall

Month Rainfall
Ininches In millimeters

January

February . .
March 0.24 6.10
April 0.63 16.00
May 2.64 67.06
June 412 104.65
July 9.37 238.00
August 7.61 193.29
September 9.23 234.44
October 453 108.06
November 0.51 12.95
December 0.02 0.51
Total 38.90 988.06

The period, July to September is the heaviest rainy season in the year. The south-west monsoon which
breaks in June and continues till September is the chief source of rainfall. The monthly rainfall ranges up to
9.37", apeak figure attained in July.

Therainy season and the early cold weather are supposed to be the worst periods when malariawould be
rampant while the hot weather from February to Juneis considered safe for camping in thisarea. Byrlutigudem
area has, however, been losing its notoriety for malaria due to the operations under the Malaria Eradication
Programme.
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Size of village

Thisvillageis one of the enclosures in Byrluti Forest Range, having an area of 7.00 acres. A part of this
areais occupied by the Chenchu residences. At the time of survey, March 1960 there were 74 households in
thisvillage (table 1). The tribal population living in the Chenchu habitation part of the village was 291 made
up of 142 males and 149 females making an average size of 3.9 per household. This population was covered
for the survey. Table 2 shows the population of the entire Byrluti village including the institutional population
of the school and those living in the colony according to the 1961 census count. It accounted for 456 persons
made up of 257 males and 199 females spread over 82 households and a Chenchu Boarding School.

Scope of survey

This survey covers the life and economy of the Chenchu tribal population in the gudem but not the
institutional population living in the eastern part of thevillagei.e. Byrluti colony. The native population of the
gudem is entirely made up of the Chenchus. No other tribe, caste or community lives with them in the
neighborhood within the gudem. While it is realized that the community life of the Chenchusis likely to be
considerably influenced by the non-Chenchu population living in the village, outside the gudem, it has not
been possible to cover such population in any detail, due to the limitation of time and the limited scope of the
survey as originally conceived. The part played by the institutions themselves in the life of the Chenchusis,
however, discussed at the appropriate places.

Residential pattern and some important public places

The Chenchus generally live in groups of huts called gudems. The huts in their traditional setting are
found scattered here and there or in small clusters. They are not aligned to a straight foot-path or any track in
astraight line. Each hut is a separate structure put up within a distance ranging from about 290 feet to 3 feet
from one hut to another. Map I11 shows the layout sketch of these huts. Any visitor to this village is sharply
struck by the appearance of two worlds in this village, the old and the new as it were. The old world is
sandwiched between the new housing colony for 50 familieslocated in the west and the Byrluti school colony
areain the east. As one walks along the Atmakur-Srisailam road from west to east (from 50/6 milestone to 51/
2 milestone) he will first meet the old Chenchu habitation area (the gudem) to the left near about 51 milestone
and about 3 furlongs further down the road he will suddenly come across a fine set of modern looking
constructions that are put up in a clearing made in the midst of forest adjacent to the road fringed with teak
plantations (fig34). The new constructions represent a colony consisting of a Forest Rest House, a Higher
Elementary Residential School for the tribal boys and girls, a Sub-dispensary, a Women Welfare Centre and a
Co-operative Sales Depot. Just beyond the Forest Rest House there is an old pond with stone revetment and
some ruins of an old temple-like construction and a mantap (fig4). This areareferred as Byrluti school colony
represents the new world where the younger generation of the Chenchus is being shaped in an altogether
different atmosphere (Map 111).

Burial ground and crematorium

The Chenchu burial sites are dispersed in two compact areas, one in the north and another in the south of
the habitation area at a distance of about %2 mile from the gudem. Each clan (gotra or intiperu) has a separate
spot inthe same plot customarily assigned to them (fig 32). Except the Chigurlaclan whose burial and cremation
ground is located in the north of the village (about 6 furlongs away) which is known as Thipurammapenta, al
other clans of the village use the site located in the south of the village on the bank of the Bhavanasi river as
cremation and burial ground (map I1).
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MAP OF BYRLUTIGUDEM VILLAGE
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Places of worship

Thereisno deity housed in any permanent structure within the habitation area. But Sunkulamma, afemale
village deity, is worshipped at a place selected ad hoc in the centre of the village under some tree. Annual
worship of this deity takes place at this assigned spot. During other seasons this spot does not show any signs
of a shrine symbolized distinguished by any marks or material structure. With the establishment of the new
housing colony, the shrine of Sunkulamma has shifted from the old habitation area to the new one. All the
Chenchusin the village have accepted this new site for offering worship. Except Sunkulammaall other deities
or saints are worshipped either invoking them at the house or outside the habitation area in the forest where
they are symbolized in stones with no anthropometric form (fig.29). Frequent visits are made by the Chenchus
to a shrine (locally known as daraga) of a Muslim saint, Murthjavali whose tomb is housed in afairly pucca
structure near Nagaluti at a distance of 1.1/2 miles from thisvillage (figs. 30 & 31).

Sour ces of water

Beforethe establishment of the Forest Rest House, the Residential Elementary School and the new Chenchu
housing colony, in the neighborhood of the gudem, sources of water for drinking and other purposes were the
Bhavanasi River or Siddapuram tank. Sometimes, the stone pond near the Forest Rest House was also used. In
the non-rainy season some small pits were dug in the sand bed of the Bhavanasi River to obtain the spring
water for drinking purpose. At present (1963 December) these natural and old water sources have been
supplemented by three drinking water wells newly constructed near the Forest Rest House, the Chenchu
Residential Elementary School and the newly built Chenchu housing colony. Even now many Chenchus resort
to the river and tank as they sometimes cannot afford to have a rope and a bucket or have not developed the
habit of using them for drawing water from the well. Many Chenchu men fit a bamboo ladder into the well
(near the Forest Rest House) as it is a shallow one and descend down the ladder into the well to fill their
earthern pitchers.

Administrative and welfare institutions and markets

The Forester, an official functionary in the Forest administration, who has some administrative control
over the Chenchus lives near the Forest Rest House. As mentioned earlier, the Women Welfare Centre, the
Residential Higher Elementary School, the Sub-dispensary arelocated at one placein the Byrluti school colony
(map 111). The Co-operative Sub-Depot located in the school colony serves asthe marketing centrefor Chenchus
both for the sale of minor forest produce and for the purchase of domestic requirements. Itinerant traders
frequent the village to sell snacks, sweets and savouries from Atmakur. Sometimes these traders settle down
for amonth or two in thisvillagein the honey collection and tamarind harvest season to conduct their business
(fig 9). On every Monday which is a shandy day at Atmakur, the Chenchus visit the weekly market.

History of the village

It isnot clear how ancient Byrlutigudem is and or when the Chenchusfirst settled inthisvillage. It issaid
that in the earliest times these primitive forest dwellers were almost one with the nature; their only shelter was
aforest tree or acave, and the jungleleaves perhaps constituted their only bodily cover. If thiswasthe condition
of the Chenchus in the 17" century, about 270 years ago, their habitations fixed at one place bearing a proper
name of the place must have been a later development. Earlier, when they started putting up small conical
thatched huts or oblong low huts, these habitation areas came to be known as pentas. This name signifies that
either the Chenchus were living as close neighbors to Lambadis who used to keep a large herd of cattle (for
penta means a place where dung heaps are made) in the forest for grazing purposes or for some time they
themselves were keeping agood number of cattle stock. Some of these old habitation areas still bear the names
like Pothurajupenta, Thipurammapent, Rollapenta and so on.
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The gudem at Byrluti could only have been more recent. But Byrluti must have been awell known halting
place for the pilgrims to Srisailam from the very ancient times as the spring pond and the mantap near the
Forest Rest House would indicate. Itislikely that the Chenchus who seemed to have worked as the guides and
protectors of pilgrims as they passed through the jungles must have lived in this area from quite ancient times
but perhaps under more primitive conditions. But the erection of huts and the formation of the gudem bearing
the name Byrlutigudem were obviously alater development. It is said that the Forest administration caused the
Chenchus residing in the neighboring pentas like Thipurammapenta and Pothurajupenta to move away from
there. Thiswasin keeping with their forest conservation policy which necessitated them to settle the Chenchus
at one placein adefined enclosure so that they may be amenablefor proper control to dissuade them from such
destructive acts of indiscriminate burning and felling as would harm the forest wealth.

According to awell informed local teacher, Topi intiperu families werethefirst settlersin Byrlutigudem.
They followed Dasari, Mandlaand Chigurlaintiperu familes. Perhaps because of the fact that the Topi intiperu
families were the first settlers, the village headman (Reddy) is appointed from among the Topi intiperu and
subsequently the Deputy Headman (Karnam) was chosen from Mandla intiperu. As mentioned earlier the
Chigurlaintiperu families have retained their attachment to their ancestral places and even now they cremate
and bury the dead in the site of Thipurammapenta, which was their original home. There is evidence to show
that the Chenchus of Byrluti areawerethefirst to come under theimpact of the administrative and ameliorative
measures instituted by the Government from time to time. The following account recorded by E. Thurston in
the first decade of this century indicates the nature of the stages through which the Chenchus of the older
generation in this village have passed through. This prosperous picture of the Chenchus seems to have ended
as an episode without resulting in a sustained course of stable development.

The name Byrlutigudem can be split into two parts, Byrluti and gudem. Gudem means a habitation area.
Byrluti itself can be analyzed into two syllables namely Byrlu and uti. The first syllable Byrlu apparently
refers to a deity Bhyrava and the second portion uti would perhaps refer to uta which means a spring. In the
neighborhood of the old stone riveted pond near the Forest Rest House, already referred to, with a Sivalingam
installed in its midst, it is reported that there existed a shrine of Bhyrava deity. The association of this deity
Bhyrava with the water spring, uta became, perhaps, an eponymous for the name of this village later. The
constant usage and its diminutive effect has turned the original name Bhyravanutaor Bairnuti into (as used by
E Thurston) Byrluti, now. This derivation gains credence when it is observed that another neighboring Chenchu
village in the vicinity bears the name Nagaluti, where there are shrines of Naga (serpent) and Veerabhadra (a
deity) located near awater spring (uta). Naga + uta would have become in due course Nagaluti.

Byrluti and Nagaluti formed a couple of important halting places locally referred to as mettas out of the
six mettas they lay on the padestrain route to the famous shrine, Srisailam. Obviously, these halting places
were chosen near some natural water springs and to accord them with the religious atmosphere on the pilgrims’
passage some shrines of Bhyravaor Naga must have been erected at these places and the natural water springs
renovated as stone riveted ponds by munificent devotees as an act of piety. Thus the names of these places
cameto bereferred to as Byrluti and Nagaluti and the Chenchu habitations in the adjacent area bore the names
of Byrlutigudem and Nagal utigudem.
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