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TOTHED - 22DDP)e»

229550 BHTe0 0 - HESNeY T°en P00

January Winter - Trees shed leaves and grass bears thorns
B3Rt (Sterculia urens), SoERrH KD,
$o°0e% Kgen Nannari (@vemée») (Sugandhipala, Hemidesmus indicus, Indian Sarsaparlla)
6% DodHo(Ripe Tamarind) ar&ES® @hs™ 8oerd8, 0
&:RBsPaben(Indian Gooseberry) eierd8, £& Aoae,

B&Hoy(Anacardium cocidentale, Wild Cashewnuts),

HNXeEs Aoesen (Unripe Adda seeds, Bauhinia valhi) ess$5o.

1) SETPD S°O0

February  Winter - Trees shed leaves

' B)ervto Gum karaya, E0EREH 1% (Cochlospermum religiosum),
SrBrgen (Forgen), aloseahen (Amla, Phyllanthus emblica) ©5pnrd8,
BHodrdseohen (Soap nuts, Sapindus emerginantus),

DodHotd, d&Roesen, F&DHoLy HMIrED Aoaen (8:5580).

DiHordHsee0

March Season of Tender leaves 7
BB, BP0 ORI, 53988 ﬁtée», (aveﬁcéen) 823 HotH @Eﬁ)&wﬁ‘é, =y /

8535 (Mahuva, Madhuca longifolia) (@8ogio Swifes Sakbeso, 74
BH0BBP0Hen wandiEeaw, dot SreEdAoesen (Bauhinia Vahlii) essstso. //

IS Héseensee0

April Season of grass fires
B 3)805, SPolRt DD, 505 Kgen (@Pongen), N

/ ','; BD)IPR) D0 (BBHE0) BHTeHd 83(honey comes from tender leaves) $08.

: Dyseaben (Clearing nuts, Strychnos potatorum) Sen Heped seeod $thHed® §°¢ ezt
v‘:‘{-.:'. L DEI0BH0R, DYF0ZDoKy (REH:3p) (Chironji, Buchanania axillaris) Sazo. . ‘

20
'éafOéoaocfo (Ebony, Diospyros melanoxylon), Q0@ Aoesen (e955880).

=) H&seenseo0
May Season of grass fires
Bl SR, E0ERSHRIND, S8 ﬁcﬁe»(@"eﬁcﬁw) 3030)09)”@@ @on@‘%"ow—s%‘ﬁaen S°S°oaa
BHTeDH BI HE)e. Hamyd(Bauhinia racemosa)srd S, »:‘De:f\o;e» ©XPH0ErL.  E T
Adorden(Adda leaves, Bauhinia valhi), 3&@(&@)@0@ (Milk tree,
Manilkara hexandra), deorbseesn» atime of bear moment,...
DEI0BHOL, DYIWLHoEy Hom. HVBDoKy HEw.
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June

o

July

@ﬁ‘%
August

?o'?’goa;d:

September

oSt
[}
October

PPer oot

November

&0

November

&80

Early Monsoon

BENRIOB, E U HRIDD, FB Ken (Erorigen),

B)Eech B3P X erd8 Sapow. H008&IrE BI HL)T Gotwod.
Defoasen 208 HBSEY(@5H0%) BHlglo B8 TEB0ers.
D{oHren, IAH0EY (Vevrdbesresin) &850,

B8 B5e0E»S (Bastard Sandal, Erythroxylum monogynum) &:5¢98.

TPISPO0
Rainy Season

BRI, EoEH HRIHS, H3B Ko (Fonen)

:ﬁn%ﬁoaw (Snake wood, Poison nut, Strychnos nuxvomica),

TPTER0 HPSe B3 508,

S0B8E (3008&NY, Boddy) (Fragrant acacia, Acacia farnesiana),

&880 (Acacia torta), Sn&erHsrsen. A{TBreD, B&))éo“ao@ (DR wanDdsean).

TIPSO
Rainy Season
BB, EPoEREDRIDD, S8 ﬁzée»(@eﬁ%f,e»), DoedHen, Fnddd (Apis fabricius) B3 E°6%HEH08.

SeAseo0
Early Winter
BB, E0&RSHRIND, S8 ﬁ(éen (@@ﬁcéen), SeAsee0. ﬁééf’é B3en S @ean.
5033 (Apis dorsatta), S°&&B3(Apis cerana), IndEa: (Apis fabricius) &°E% & 06
er)B3en (Apis florea) & errr &PSB@ron, DyoeEen. ‘

JABPO0 — Qenihe oo

Early Winter - Fear of Bears

BB, E0ERSHRIND, éﬁBtﬁ)ﬁém(@@ﬁé&»), SeAseoo0.
$E5rd BJen PoHHEra, $0EIww, FEHEI, IVHEI EEHHH0B.
wé&&éaw s e &S B Teom.

BOP00 — St ﬁé

Winter Season - Coarse grass Season

BNRID, FoEFHRIHD, SrBdrges (Frorige), BdDogseades.
F0HHBI (B0 BHEPIE EEH08 (FPSR0HLD).

SOsPe0 - KESE sP00

Winter Season - Grass forms thorns
BRI, EoEH HRIHE, SrBHEen (Porigen), Snthd Dodsechen, B8 e2bseahen,
0B S0 BBEPIE EPHEH08 (FPSR0HD).
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SEASONAL PHENOMENA IN FLORA

Most striking phenomenain the flora of this forest is deciduous character of most of the species starting
from December and extending to March. Thereis marked differencein the phonological charactersof hill flora
and plainflora.

Florain valleysis either semi-ever-green or moist deciduous in nature. The altitude and perennial water
sources also create similar condition. In these areas the leaf fall and sprouting is delayed as well as flowering
and fruiting. This phenomena starts one to two months late compared to dry tracts. Emblicafruits are ripe by
November Zizyphusfruits by January. By February, Cochlospermum and Butea spp start flowering followed by
Cassiafistulaand Teak. The forest gains a coloured ook with these, white, yellow and pink flowers. Again by
April every year the Chloroxylon throws cream white blossoms over the valleys as a carpet. By thistime most
of the Acacias also flower and many trees start bursting into young leafy buds ejecting colorful festoons of
various shades. Mohwa flowers, in March, shed their corollas for the benefit of man and beast alike. Fruiting
follows from March to Jene. Tendu, Grewia, Gardenia, Mohawa, Cassias, Buchanania, Neem, Feronia, Ficus,
Sizygium etc., fruit supplement the shortage in fodder supply for number of wildlifein pinch period.

By monsoon break the creation comes down from tree canopy to ground flora. The herbs sprout, grow
flower and fruit in a short span of three months when green grass siverts attention of wild animals from these
herbs. In this season, Carissa, Canthimum, Flacourtia, Capparis species cometo fruiting.

The nature's cycle of seasons caters to small and big species alike. Leaf fall, leafing, flowering, fruiting
and seed dispersal through strong monsoon winds, animals and birds, through distinct seasons, create dynamic
life cyclesin the plant communities or biomes. Thebiological urge likefeeding, breeding and care of young are
well attended. Generally leaf fall induces a procreation environment in cold season and start of monsoon
induces baby boom all over.

Management Plan, Nagarjunasagar - Srisailam Tiger Reserve, 2000-2005
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BExe3 dondvaky - Hogarey)
the annual Kumbothsavam ritual during Chaitra Suddha Poornimais performed only by the Chenchus.
Siddapuram tank — 2 ponds.

Village Allipalem located in deep forest. There is an old well which is called ‘Koneru’ with steps to
descend and draw water. Some stone figures of snakes, el ephants and fishes are scul ptured on the walls
of thiswell. These are reported to be in existence from timeimmemorial. @Q@*@o@*‘ BI0HR), Beyen.
Village Marripalem - Nasab tree (under which the sittings of the traditional tribal Panchayat take place at
a distance of 2 furlongs from the village. Besides these there is a small pond, which is locally called
‘Kunta, at adistance of 1 furlong from the village. £:(85r80&® $arean Bey.

The Chenchu ‘mirasidars’ camp in the fields with their families and remain there watching the fields up
to the expiry of the harvesting period. This process of employing the ‘mirasidars’ as watchmen for their
fields is organized collectively by the farmers of a village. B&er &ro0 Herd Boh Doedmrdhedd
ENB0ETD.

(%)
If adispute arises between two Chenchu Gudems, the el ders of the respective groups convene ameeting

at aconvenient place, usually under atree outside a settlement or sometimesin the settlement itself for
settling the dispute. The Council of Chenchu tribal eldersislocally called Nasab (or Kula Panchayat).

(eedorers® HHoTeHBD ‘S0’ ot
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271 The village Pecheruvu, the deities like Rakta Veeradu, Onti Veeradu, Peddamma, Veerabhadrudu,

285

291

292

293

294
296

298

302

Bhyravaswamy and Mysammaare prayed by the Chenchusfor causing harmto their enemies, according
to thevillagers. 2E36HE* BEHL, 2oL, Gy, DB, PESID, Fody, IR0 BSSen.

Thisdeity Peddammais represented by a stone slab under atree, inthe forest, 1.1/2 furlongs away from
thevillageAllipalem.

Invillage Marripalem thisdeity isrepresented by a stone slab and is placed under atree along with other
deities like Kanaka Durgamma, Amba (Bhramaramba) Dandumaremma, Mahalakshmamma, Alluri
Poleramma, Kunti Poleramma, who are clubbed together. £s(8ar80&® é;ééaﬁoagé:é, (oo, cSOé:zésoazﬁ:é,

e )iy, @erd @‘%62@&, éo@@‘sétﬁcﬁ)& Oﬁ%@g.

In village Chilkacherla, the stone slabs of Poleramma and K anakadurgamma are placed on the ground.
In the village Pedamanthanal a, this deity is represented by a stone slab, which is located 2 miles away
fromthevillage.

Invillage Byrluti, SunkalammaJatharais performed after Ugadi. i.e, New Years Day. Thevillage headman
convenes a meeting of the villagers for fixing up an auspicious day for the ceremony. That date is
communicated to all of them. BExS&® &rrad Koboly S8,

Thisdeity isrepresented by aconical stone slab place under atree. An Uttaluri clan member prepares an
idol and a Chigurlaclan member carriestheidol on his shoulders and keepsit outside the village under a
tree, facing the village Poturajupenta, another neighbouring village. A priest is sel ected on the day, either
from Uttaluri clan or from Chigurla clan. Chigurla clan members claim that Sunkalamma is their clan

goddess. They celebrate Sunkalamma Jatharathroughout the day and the night upto 10 PM. &&er8528
QR0 BC3BHTE. DILFTLY) B R5.
In village Peddamanthanala this deity is represented by a stone slab. It is placed at the outskirts of the

village by the side of a big pond. The deity Manthanalamma is also represented by a stone slab. The
shrine of the diety is situated two miles away from the village by the side of Atmakur-Dornal road.

@é&éﬁé&—ﬁscgp 58(‘53638 éaoéme::é:@ &, &rh8 s,

Edamma shrine by the side of the Amrabad road which is two miles away from Mannanor. Thisdeity is
represented by a stone slab. $5:)i8 S0 wiorerdd Tod® Sssyhe.

Lingamayyais symbolized by astonein the forest near Vatwarlapalli. éeo‘sgégés Donoasy,

Ankalamma is an important goddess. In the villages Chilkacherla, Marripalem and Peddamanthanala,
sheisrepresented by astone slab. In one of theinterior villages of Kurnool district, viz., Pecheruvu, she
islocated 4 miles away from the village towards the road leading to Tummalabayalu. Broken idol still

remain there. Qe¥$y, So(BFBo, 'zbcgzﬁaoéa?@, ZYB0D, éﬁ)é)é&)&)dﬁ)@@s B0,

Poturaju isrepresented by astone slab under atreein many Chenchu villages. In village Marripalem, he
is placed in front of the deities Poleramma, Bhramaramba, Kanakadurga, Dandumaramma,
Mahal akshmamma, Alluri Poleramma, Kunti Poleramma represented by a stone slab. are (esres®
Dhdoooer: KOS HHN @556@&, éo&@éé:ﬁ)& ooE).

In village A ppapurpenta, worship of this deity is performed outside a hut located under atamarind tree.

Peddamma is a powerful goddess located outside the village under a tree and represented by a stone
figure.

In village A ppapurpenta Chenchus kept theidol of Gurrappain abasket hung from the branch of atree,
half-a-mile away from the village. In village Srisailam the members of Tokala clan worship this deity.
Bayyannais represented by a stone slab is associated with the hunting life of the people in some areas.

.—% 1.40- Bodoe ,{Jo,{)&ég -9
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Invillage Srisailam bayyannaisworshiped for gaining individual benefits. LikewiseinvillagesMarripalem
and Chilkacherlaheisworshiped for individual and family benefits. Inthesevillagesheislocated outside
the village under a tree along with some other deities. The deity of Bhyravaswamy has shrines in the
interior forest.

The deity Nandulu Veeranna has a shrine at Rudrakota forest area of Kurnool district. The deity of
Bottimidi Peddaiah resides on the top of a hill, 18 miles away from Srisailam towards Dornal. He is
considered a forest god and is represented by a stone slab. Worship of this deity is represented to the

members of the Nimmala clan in the village. (E8% ©@&d&® Sothe DL

Thedeity of Tirumalaswamy shrinein theforest of Kurnool district, 15 milesaway from village Byrluti.

Inthevillage Byrluti, Lingam was symbolished by a stone outside the village, near Bhavanasi river, 1.1/
5 milesaway from the village.

In the village Pechcheruvu is a Lingam representing Mallayya. There is also a Lingam in the village
Vatawarlapalli of Mahaboobnagar district. Veerabhadrudu is the son of Lord Shiva.

Chenchu headmen on salary basis. Welfare measures were suspended in 1925 but surveillance against
crime continued. 1n 1940 resumed welfare measures Co-operative land col onization scheme March 1957
inByrluti, Nagaluti.

Chenchu colony at Mannanur - a schedule of wages for fixed for Chenchus working under forest
contractors Vattivarla palli colony 1952. Forest department constructed 24 small tanks which were

exclusively meant for providing drinking water. $¢896° e 1952.

Chenchus were encouraged to tend cattle of nearby villages on the wage. 8vorees® 0s3Boh 28
Lo)Br5st 1946.

First school of Chenchusin Telanganain Mannanur 1942.

A forest labor co-operative society was started in Mannanur in 1958 to take-up bamboo coupes. 38
J5ese8 Kosvo oot 1958.

ThevillageAllipalemislocated in theinterior forest. In thisvillage soap nut trees are located in 3 areas,
of which 2 areas were reserved for Kudumula clan families, and 1 for the remaining Pulicherla and
Bhumani clanfamiliesof thevillage. Thistypeof traditional rightiscalled by them asMirasi system. Itis
said that they have inherited these soapnut tree grovesfrom their forefathers. During its growing season,
Chenchus go to their respective areas and each person occupies, some trees by marking them with a
cloth or something astheir occupancy right. Others are forbidden from touching the tree already claimed
by another person. Kudumula Peddodu failed to own any tree as he was very latein claiming any tree he
came back to hisvillage being angry and abused all the villagers, including the headman of the village.
Pedareddytata, i.e. the headman, lost his patience and threw some stones on the hut of Peddodu.
Peddodu came out with astick in the hand and hit the headman on the right hand. The neighborsintervened
immediately and sent both of them to their respective houses. Next day, all the villagers assembled at
their usual meeting place. Peddodu and Padareddytata were summoned to the meeting. Peddodu confessed
to hisoffence of beating Pedareddytatawith astick and injuring him. Finally, he had to offer agoat to his
opponent as compensation. Peddareddytata offered some trees to Peddodu and told him that they should
not quarrel among themselves.

Honey theft; ChigurlaLingadu of village Pullaipalli, placed a cloth under a honey-comb found hanging
from the branch of a tree indicating his usufruct right, a conventional practice among the Chenchus.
L ater on another person called Biannaal so claimed the honey-comb and took possession of it. Naturally,

00— Botde {)o{)& 3@ w%ﬂ—.




Chigurla Lingadu sought for justice from the headman of the village who is also the offender’s brother.
But the headman of the village supported his brother’s claim. Being dissatisfied with the decision of the
headman of thevillage, Lingadu referred his complaint to the headman of village A ppapurpenta (Panchayat
area). Tribal elder of thevillage Pullaipalli were also invited. Finally, the headman of A ppapurpentagave
his verdict declaring that Biannainfringed the right of the complaint an by possessing the honey-comb
and fined him Rs.20.00. This amount was distributed amongst the members of the local (Pullaipalli)
Panchayat.

...The Chenchus - P K Bhowmic, 1989
IS tatel

247. ©ParBo Heap Hrtd Seys® HoHHBEY Gamon. Woed (HEedo BorEty BNV, &l S
HOJY, 20D T, sPchen SR B°er & Bowhen Sworr Hom &) Béy S8%0 HBoB[Ey D&
2.8 108 DETD. DT @ Bey §°08 FFErKt. D By v JoFHOHETBI Hibine e SHos®
336@6:50&)31 _zbzg&za TSS 55 ©08BNE @wBHHEotr, wohHd B8 om&)%) DTN, oKt ©H)E3s
3B KO D) HoDomh. DB BKDH @bhod. 1ED Sy adphan. HOIore &8 DED
EHINE BT, DY BETSETT EQ) Hokid By DEEBT.

83 ForEto; HYEHHY od TodH AHEOoKD af BeRs® B3 B HGOD al HELOE BEp,
DTS 2.8 DEHHETT .8 DOE EEPth. BEBr EHH I, SKHDEY 20HHH ©0F), 08K 2eHHD
RBEGOTED. O 2.BPE Dorth BINIPE Dot DI BHBED. @B ©OLOY HOD DO
2D SHZpre By &e. 20/~ ééjf)@@ﬁ). & iy 0008 HoDEr.

.—% Botdoe ol @ —®



Voo eTPERSocey - Adesd @oé&a@é 5888583 3geo 26022

Customary lawsamongtheTribesof AndhraPradesh-TCR & Tl

Tribal Cultural Reserch and Training Institute, Tribal Welfare Department,
Government of Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad, March 1992.

Bothe FEHYe HBoDB egroven
Social Control

Every Chenchu village has its own traditional council known as “Kulapanchayat” which is agency to
carryout and controls the various activities of the village. The * Kulapanchayat” is represented by one member
from each clan of the village. The Chenchus distinguish the offences between the chenchus and offenses
between a chenchu and non-chenchu. All intratribal disputes are invariably settled by the Chenchu
“Kulapanchayat”.

Thejurisdiction of the ‘Kulapanchayat’ &esomch® $K5Hen

1) Elopement 2) Refusal to send the girl to live with her husband after marriage 3) Refusal to bring the
wife after marriage by the husband 4) Adultery 5) Petty quarrels between individuals 6) Thefts 7) Disputes
over hunting grounds and other lands etc. 8) Breach of religious customs 9) Marrying outside the community

fall under the purview of ‘ Kulapanchayat'. 293&555%0, 99008 H05888080/ s 8R8dso/ HFEDESK0/
ao?&?awgoéﬁ o050, DY) Srrtren, GPorETres, Senarty 3 0S5EDESE0, B Heost 28).

The Panchayat is presided over by the ‘Raju’ and * Mantri’ presents the disputes before the council. Then
bitter arguments and counter arguments take place, in which the parties scold each other and even come to
loggerheads and beat each other which is averted by the Raju. If the Panchayat can not come to a conclusion

the following methods are used to settle the dispute. ooe, K08, SSerrisd By DEen.
1. Direct evidence by those who have witnessed the incident. 8% &8 g so.

2. Oaths - These will bein the name of God or one one’'s own children. &80 (Heeao.

For taking an oath the person takes bath in cold water, goes to the village deity and takes an oath in the
name of the deity. Perjury isusually very rare asit is believed to be severely punished in the form of inflicting
misfortune, death of self or his children. Alternatively, a person may take oath in the name of the children. He
swearsin the presence of traditional council as follows.

“Naa Biddala Sakshiga Nenu Yee Tappu Cheyaledu”. | swear by my children that | have not committed
thisoffence. ‘T e Fgre I O Sp VLS’

Peddamanchi: Besides the traditional caste panchayat and the institution of head man and deputy headmen
each Chenchu village or settlement has even today an el derly man called “ Peddamanchi”, Pedda-Big, Manchi-
Man. Theliteral meaning is gentleman of the tribe. The Peddamanchi usually belongsto the largest clan of the
village of the most ancient or early settlers of the village. He acts as a link between the chenchu community
and out-siders. The ‘Peddamanchi’ is to propitiate first the Gods in religious ceremonies bless the newly

married, eat and drink first ceremonial occasions. esiorerd (Frodos® Hebomond - ‘zbcgéa@%q Kxg@.

Emen (P80 2epd® $B vtdTy DYS DX HFB Beb.
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At present therole of ‘ Peddamanchi’ and‘Raju’ are one and the samein Kurnool, and Prakasham districts.
But in Amarabad plateau which wasunder Nizam'srule, no headman was appointed and * Peddamanchi’ represent
thetribeinall disputes.

Economic life:
Property: The Chenchus have two types of property 1) Community 2) Individual or Family property.

The Chenchus recognize that each Chenchugudem has ascertained tract of the land which belongsto the
entirevillage and in which all members of the village community can gather roots, tubers, fruits, leaves, honey
and minor forest produce. In olden days the chenchu villages might have been inhabited by people belonging
to one clan when they were living in small bands in the forest, and they might have enjoyed the right over the
land. That is why even to say the village lands are claimed by certain clans only. Big honey combs (sarri)
which can be collected through collective effort are treated as clan property. Small honeycombs detected by
the individuals on tree and bushes helping to those individuals. A person who extracts a honeycomb may
collect immediately or he can reserve by making three horizontal markings on the bark of the tree and placing
afew twigs at the base of the tree and over them a stone or by tying a cloth to the tree branch. This indicates
that some body has discovered the honey comb and no other person will usually touch that honeycomb. However,
thisrulewill not apply to fruits, leavesetc., infringement of the above regulationsis believed to be punished by
supernatural spirits.
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Flute with geometrical, incised design

Pan-flute with naturalistic engraving

...Haimendorf
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