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FORESTS ARE RESERVOIRS OF WATER ; LUNGS OF ENVIRONMENT;
BALANCE THE FLUCTUATIONS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
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* |t may have been to Pasvemula or to Nagalavarama, in the
direction of the old fortress of Nagarjunakonda, for at these
places there are deserted temples and the stream has cut a
curious channel for itself through therock, but the best known
cataract in that part of the country in near Gottipodla, 18 miles
south-west of Tumarakota. In wet wesather this water-fal is
heard at adistance of some milesamong the hillsbut the rocky
defile cannot be approached without danger because of the
numerous bees which swarm on the cliffs. These bees are
said to be the form taken by the jeal ous spirit of Lakshmi, who
hauntsthe place because her consort Vishnu had there an amour
with a Chentsu woman. (p.189)

O B05058%05 18 8.80. BREOS® PHDHES BOSO OOP
BJDHE) SO0, BD BB DO HOS® HBHOOBO
S5B0DD 08 TD BB,BB HGOD B3BGO BPHOS
BE0Q0E.

A short distance to the east of Durgi is Obalesvarapalle with
agood tope and aruined temple where the Chentsus worship.
Three miles to the north is the village of Bugga, where is a

remarkabl e perennial fountain and atemplewith aninscription
of Pratapa Rudrall, A.D.1318. (p.190)
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Mr. Scott, the Collector of Guntur endeavoured to create confidence among the poverty stricken villagers
by liberal advancesfor seed grain and he pacified Ramaraju Rajesvara Rao and KumaraVirannaby continuing
to them an allowance of 75 Pagodas per mensem. After some time, however, the peace of the country was
much disturbed by aleader of banditti named Karavakollu Kesavulu, and the Collector’s efforts to introduce
settled cultivation were frustrated. At length the robber chief was apprehended by a Chentsu Poligar named
Ramanaick, who held fivevillagesin the forest-clad hillsto the north-west of Vinukonda. The Collector issued
ordersto the Poligar to send in his prisoner with an escort to Guntur, but Ramanaick, far from obeying, released
his captive and, secure in his jungle fastnesses, set the Company at defiance. The Collector thereupon, re-
guested Malrazu Gunda Rao of Vinukondato coerce the refractory Poligar into submission and sent bands of
sepoys and peonsinto the Palnad who hunted K esavulu from place to place. Before long Ramanaick wastaken
prisoner by the peons of Malraju Gunda Rao who handed him over to the Collector. Hewastried asarebel and
sentenced to death. Meanwhile Karavakollu Kesavalu, tired of being pursued about the Palnad, sent word to
the Tanadar that he would surrender if hislife were spared and an allowance paid to him for maintenance. The
Tanadar sent on this offer to the Collector who refused to listen to it. Upon this the Tanadar sent a message to
Karavakollu Kesavalu to come in and hear the Collector’s answer. Kesavalu came in to Dachepalle and met
the Tanadar. When the Tandar read out to him the Collecotr’s reply, Kesavalu rose to go, but the doorway was
blocked by sepoys, who had hidden in the adjacent room, and Kesavalu, cut off from hisfollowersin the street,
found himself a prisoner. When this story was reported to the Government at Madras they said it was a breach
of publicfaith, and ordered theimmediate and unconditional release of Kesavalu. But no such blunder had been
made in the capture of the jungle Poligar Ramanaick, and he was executed, his village being given over to the
Malargju and Vasrireddi Zemindars and lands in that neighbourhood were allotted to Kattubadi peons who
should watch the ghats. (181)

Behind thehillsto the north-west of Vinukondaliethefivevillages of Kammalacheruvu, Mdapudu, Birzupdle,
Gannavaram and Garikepadu. These villages in our old records, are often alluded to the “Chentsu village™.
They were under a Poligar named Ramanaick who trusted too much in the remoteness of his jungles and bid
defiance to the Company. (p.235)

D DDEOHBBHE SBBIBOWOPHERO PRSRGEI WO TEEORTPABIE). BIHE0 OF BBOITREDETEHI
T DDBBOLB @B BYEPEeD O P, ®BD (PHIR0 DHOE0HE SIS EODID. SO BLOVEIENTETO
BER00® DB DR

His (Vasireddi Venkatadri naidu) charities were lavish and one popular legend states that this was to
remove acurse which had fallen upon him. It is said that during his energetic days he had determined to get rid
of atribe of Chentsuswho pillaged his Zemindari and so, inviting 150 of the men of the tribe to afeast, he had
them all beheaded. Remorse overwhelmed him for his treachery and whenever he sat down to his meals the
grain turned into insects. Such isthe popular legend. (p.384)
D BoeHewd BoBOWH FPROG BOBELRQTASNGSE GS5E50 B, FSVeOP EDBOTHE. & D HOHETHGO
BA0D 108 BTPOTSTR0 BEOTES.

...Amanual of Krishna District, 1883
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Zoologist —Biologist

“Many zoologistswill fault me for my anthropocentric approach, in treating the animals as so human. |
am no true zoologist; | am abiologist. | love my animal and my plants, speak to them and understand them, and
they understood me... we human tend to forget that we too are a part of nature, we too are a part of the animal
world. We have outgrown our linkages with nature and the animals, but our basic human characteristics and
emotionsremain as of thosein thewild; rather surpassing animalsin some respects. Thereisno activity of rape
in the wild, no planned deceit and duping, no acts of revenge. They are just simple and true, like were the
Chenchus | knew, yet unspoilt by the trapping of modern civilization as we understand.

Thestory (TheTigressof Nallamalai) isset in the sylvan of Nallamalai forests, centered round Bairluty
and Pechuru to Srisailam, Rudracode and Chinnamantanala. This area constitutes the nerve center of the core
area of the Nagarjuna-Srisailam National Park, one of the largest Tiger Project areas of the country. Thisarea
was sel ected because of my very intimate association with it since | started my career here, as DFO Atmakur
for three years (1965-68). Thanksto Ms. Gyanambal, Asst. Director of Anthropological Survey of India(1966),
whom | had the opportunity to accompany during her study of these simplefolk. Shekindled in me at the very
start of my service on the integral part of the tribal in the forest ecology.” (P.13)

Post Script: The earth’s most eternal daily dramas are the never-ending struggle between predator and prey
inthewild. Deaths and fightsin the jungle arefor survival, aneed to protect oneself and one’s own kind for the
future, to adapt and to adjust. These could range from atiny spider capturing itsvictims, to the shrill alarm calls
of bird whose nest isinvaded by a snake, to the attack of abeautiful stag by atiger. The onethat survivesisthe
fittest. Nature has contrived its own waysto eliminate the weak, the undersirable, and the unfit. Liferollsonin
thejungle, giving it kaleidoscopic variety, gaiety, music and the pul se, as succinctly expressed by Pandit Nehru:
“Lifewould becomedull and colourless, if wedid not have these magnificent birdsand animals’. May we hope
and pray the Tiger will roar on forever. (P.305)

-“ Tigress of Nalamalai”, Sourya Chakra M. Kamal Naidu (IFS Retd.), 2006
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POLICY OF DEPORTATION IS OUT OF THE QUESTION

We must first accept the existence of the Chenchus and the fact that they cannot be removed from their
present habitations. That isto say, apolicy of deportationisout of the question. Firstly, on humanitarian grounds,
the removal to some distant center-it would have to be remote from their hills would probably mean their
gradual extermination, Secondly, the maintenance whether removal was effected by forming aregular.. settlement
or by attempting to establish themin an agricultural settlement, Thirdly, if they wereremoved, their placeinthe
economy of the forest department would have to be taken by others and there is no guarantee that those new
comers would be more amenable in the long run to forest discipline. Than the Chenchus. Accepting therefore
the postulate that they must remain, there is the suggestion that they should be confined to certain areain the
Nallamalais. Apart from the fact that this would be most unjust to a considerable number of gudems against no
serious charge can be brought even if it could be put into effect it would amply intensify the difficulty of
mai ntai ning them and finding them employment.

(Excerpt from Special Investigation report by Mr. T.E.Moir, Labor Commissioner Dt.13-4-1921 appended
to GO No0.101, Judicia Dt. 25-1-22)

While quoting the aboveremarks R.D. Richmond, Chief Conservator of Forests, Madrasin his proceedings
No0.321, Press, Dt.15-7-32 commented that “evidently as a result of the above masterly exposition of the
fundamental s of the Chenchu problem, the question of their (Chenchus) isolation has been abandoned oncefor
all and we are now faced with the problem of regularizing the position of the Chenchusin Nallamalais.
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TheAssassin of Diguvametta

Talesfrom thelndian Jungle, Kenneth Anderson Omnibus1

| have always had a sneaking fondness for the forests between Chelama and Diguvametta, not because
they are particularly well stocked with game or carnivore, but for the utter peace and solitude of the area, and
the friendly disposition of the wild Chenchu tribesmen who inhabit the extensive junglesin this section of the
Eastern Ghats.

The nature of the vegetation hereisquitedifferent from that growing farther south, and while no e ephants
or bison occur, this area represents the southernmost limit where the nilgai or blue-bull, alarge animal of the
antelope species, looking like a sambar deer, isto be found.
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WILDLIFEMANAGEMENT PLAN 2005
Geology, Rock:

The principal formation of Nallamalaisisthe Kurnool and the Cuddapah formations. The Kurnool formation
is of upper Pre-Cambrain and is mainly in the central basin of Nallamalais, extending up to Krishna on the
North. Major portion of the areais covered by the old geological formation known as the * Archaens'. These
arenon-fossiliferousrocksformed about 2000 million years ago (Archaens), when the conditionsfor the existence
of life on the earth were not favorabl e. Srisailam quartzite’sformsarugged plateau with bluish, gray brown and
purplish colors.

Soils:

There are mainly three types of soil — red, mixed and black cotton varieties occur in this sanctuary. The
red and mixed varieties occur along the bases of Nallamalais.

Soil profile:

The soil over 66% of the area is very shallow (30cm depth), while the remaining 34% is medium to
considerable deep (30cm — 90cm and above).

Topography:
The Nallamalais form an unbroken, rugged and rather steep hill ranges.
Elevation:

In the hilly portion nearly 1% of the total area occurs at an elevation of 900 mts. 10% of the area lies
between 700 — 800 mts., 13% of area lies between 300 — 500 mts. and about 76% below 200 mts.

Rainfall:

Major portion of rainfall isreceive from the Southwest monsoon that generally setsin second half of June
and would continue up to first week of October. Then there is a short dry spell for a month. The Northeast
monsoon is active in November and first half of December mainly on eastern slopes of Nallamalais.

Temperature:

Thediurna variation in temperatureishigh in the sanctuary. Extreme climatic conditions are experiencein
the sanctuary with a maximum temperature of about 43° C. in summer and minimum temperature of 16° C
during winter nights. The hot period isfrom March to May.

Humidity:

Therelative humidity in the sanctuary variesfrom 60% - 80% and is maximum during rains, which goesup
to 90%.

Drainage and water sources:

Thegeneral drainage pattern of Nallamalaisisfrom North to East. River Krishnaformsthe main drainage
of the catchment in the sanctuary running mainly from West to East thence to North. Other important sub-
drainage systems are Munimaduguleru, in Kurnool, draining the Western slopes of Nallamalais.
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The Chenchus - Jungle folk of Deccan zeo wss,568 oo sowmen

Thedifficulty of descent into thisgorge, which isafine example of acanyon excavated entirely by ariver,
and the climb up the opposite side is undoubtedly one of the greatest deterrents against any through traffic
between the districts on either side of the river “Etavatala’” which is their name for the country on the Madras
side of the gorge. H.008 @580 2ot TOD ‘DEDSS’ TBOTP HOOVRLD. DLV, VOD, BISHeD SO
PO oy, TIETEOB §08 @FEOEP SIeTe0D.

A roaring, surging tide, flooding the gorge during the monsoon, it fallsin April and May to aclear stream,
flanked by yellow sand banks and stretches of cracked, sun burnt mud; in some placesit shrinkswithinitsrocky
basin and run deep, narrow and green, or lingersin tranquil pools at the foot of naked red sand stone cliffs, but
in others where the flow is diffused over long stretches of pebbles and boulders it rushes in broad shallow
rapids. $5,800068 LE5RHED HHBRDY, DODE® Beorm MLoER, LR HYD RS OPOF, &Y Py
oY 6950, @8, 65,5 LoD, HOWROIP, 0G0, DOBTRYS® HBDEBED, HIBIBEITP RE, & DL
TV OV BRDOS? EOHDR0.

Whilethefaoothills of the Nallamaaiswheretherainfal iscomparatively scarce bear only scrubinterspersed
with afew trees of poor growth, continuous forest covers the higher slopes and the greater part of the plateau.
Thetrees of thistype of forest are, asarule, never more than twenty-five feet in height and dare of little value
except as fuel and small timber. Hgsoe 805 H5E,DB0 BB, . VYBEYOS® Béy 20-25 GBIV DB
DOOTR). BOD DODBIGE BB .

On the higher ranges between 1,500 and 2,800 feet, which form the present milieu of the Chenchus, the
rainfall isheavier and the vegetation consequently of aricher type. 1500-2000 @tt0e &S5 @08 Booen
08 POTOSE® HY,MB0 DBRD, OBFD DBRSD.

Such isthe country of the Chenchus: in the cold weather pleasant parkland, intherainsaluxuriousjungle,
and in the hot weather an arid, sun-baked desert. But throughout the year it isinhabited by a great variety of
animals. 880500068 STBEBEERD H5EIED, HG,T00E? QD BEL, BHOS?® HooBBoEe; SR By
DOBBBO HBLD OBE BOBOHOBO RYRD DaTO0

It'sis the quest for water that guides the Chenchu in the choice of camping grounds during the hottest
months. H&B Stoe 5B, Boten B HeeRen, BOLIDSO HT/ED WBOBI0ER.

The Indian monitor, a large arboreal lizard, is hunted eagerly by the Chenchus. é&osinen Bocoesd
RO R[HO.

The many ruins found scattered through the forest suggest that the plateau must have played arolein the
more recent history of the Deccan. &8 B8HoRD B{men SOSSS &8 OED &8 et IDHHER
BDABRO0.

Oncetheinvaders had | eft the plateau, they were soon forgotten; only their wells and tanks remained and
were of lasting advantage to the Chenchus, who then settled in placeswhere before no water had been available.
BOBASIBE) HQHTN DBIIRR, 5t Q0D LRV, DO WOTED BDABIAOTIOEIOLTRED.
T DB R BP0 TR

The Chenchu finds it difficult to work in manners to which he is not accustomed and perhaps this may
have givenriseto the belief that his physiqueisweak and that heisnot capable of much effort. So<oes R85
B8 apgoeme (oo BOS HOWADEO HYED. VOLDHEY TPOD DOIRHOT, BHO WASHERETR
v clelaleTllob]
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The Chenchu has aremarkable ability for sustaining hunger, and aman generally goes out in the morning
on an empty stomach and comes back in the evening after covering many miles having eaten nothing all day but
afew roasted roots, while at certain seasons of the year he lives at starvation level on afew handfuls of nuts.
Without suffering noticeably in energy or in spirit: even old women who seem little else than skin
and bone work indefatigably unearthing tuber s and carrying wood and water without the least sign of
Weariness. Bows 089 SENEPT I8 METHRDHR. o8 8BNS, HogS% o &8 Boseds
QDO BO0LTR, (5EITV0SS Horoses DB

The Chenchus bow is a simple one; the stave is made of spliced bamboo, the back convex and the belly
flat. The average length of an adult man’sbow is 44-52 inches, gradually tapering to | inch at the horns, which
are notched singly or doubly about 2%z inches from the tip. @o< &gy cee FeeRGeRDH.

The staveis not reinforced by any substance and the segments of the tail-skin of the Indian monitor with
which some Chenchus decorate the stave are neither intended as strengthening not astallies of successful kills.
BEIBOSFES 580 HBO SPEDT.

Arrow without iron heads are not used to any great extent. The ramalu has the head of the bamboo shaft
sharpened by knife into a point, while the bota kala is used for knocking out small birds without completely
disrupting them and has a pear-shaped head fashioned from the natural knot of the bamboo. &5%&&fe e 88560

Combs are one of the few articles among his possessions that the Chenchu decorates with any kind of
ornamentation; the tapering handles are often carved in relief with rai sed bands of zigzags and triangles, and the
same pattern is occasionally found on the handles of wooden spoons. @38, &oB:He &ots BBHY DB, 0.

The best example of apurely naturalistic sceneisthe engraving on agourd, constituting part of apan-flute
(Fig. J,4). This engraving shows atiger chasing a stag and seems to embody a spirit very different from that
expressed in the geometrical ornamentation of gidda, bamboo flutesand combs, from thereisdefinite movement
in the figures. der, &%, HEOHD, VBT BHO o5 SYNY BB, BOBOYO 520,00 T, T

The Chenchu builds his permanent house (gadeillu) solidly with acicular wattle wall and aconical thatched
roof (Fig. 4l1). Generally, this house is rebuilt every two or three years, though much of the old material is
incorporated in the new building. If you ask aChenchus, hewill say that he builds his house himself, but in point
of fact thisis far from being the case. He may measure out the ground, prepare the bamboo stake and weave
thewattlewall, but it takestwo rafters over theforked centre post and to negotiate the many bundles of slippery
grass for the thatch. Near relations and friends help each other in building, but except perhapsin the case of a
man who is expected to build the house of his aged parents, there is no definite obligation in this respect, nor
does the owner repay the service by fasting the helpers with food or drink, though he does probably offer his
helpers when the other man rebuilds his house. @owed wotop (&L, RE BERETHEOS® 8508 288
D50 TB0BIoERD. HBB HHBOTR %8B0 DEBO @Ok HEO SO,

Another aspect of the general lack of vision isthe Chenchu’s wasteful attitude towards toward the jungle
inwhich helives. He will lop off branchesin order to pick the ripening fruit in comfort, or fell atree on which
aMalabar squirrel or oneof thelarge arboreal lizards hastaken refuge. If he sightsacomb in someinaccessible
place, he will, if no easier method presents itself, cut down the whole tree in order to take the honey. An
important exception to this attitude is the treatment accorded to creepers with edible roots. The Chenchus say
that if they find aclimber with particularly prolific roots, they replace the earth after removing thetubers, so that
the plant shall not die. Such careis, however, exceptional and isnot exercised in the ordinary course of digging
Up roots. €8 SR wee0. DYOTe HOBYT TR) HERBIOEPE). (50 SHED, HieRdE0m S0
5o HPBDRB). BD BDOBEIERE HHDOEB D0BO DY HOSNRE.
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Honeycombs are sometimes located on the face o the cliff itself, and then the Chenchu climbs down his
rope’ with hishoney basket tied to hiship and abundle of smoldering leaves on the end of arope along stick with
which to smoke out the bees. When the comb is deserted the Chenchu carves off the comb with a sweep of his
iron knife of aflat wooden baton and carries it up the rope in his honey-basket. HBoé® e A0S
DEQ, DL HO8 @5, 3B SR, T B3enE HRBEO ROBE BTHPBOOLPL.

Some men also use dogs to smell out and catch small game particularly the Indian monitor, but once the
dog as secured its prey, the Chenchu rushes forward and extract it from the clutches of the dog, which islucky
if he receives the entrails of the animal. No offering is made to Garelamai sama when animals are caught by
dogs. €68055008), Bo8, © RS0 HEPRBEO0EIRD.

Thefact that atribe of food collectors had and still hasthe desire and the aptitude to keep and breed these
animalsisnoteworthy and showsthat under certain circumstancesthe transition from hunting and collecting to
agriculture. Unsuccessful attempts have been made to settle the Chenchus as cultivators. 808, o BRo®
20TOEFHBEOTIR, WO HHPASPOE OBHERD BB, VODEE OB HODDYRD. HY DB, F OBLEO
BBDPAOTEODTR DOEPE, ESe5.

The health value of milk for the Chenchus can hardly be exaggerated and it is unfortunate that such a
nourishing product as ghee should invariably be sold instead of being consumed by the Chenchus themselves,
for when they take their ghee to the market they only bring home asmall quantity of millet in exchange. &eo
DBNB DOODHTOR. o0 FATEDET BONBEINE @H5N,EPD SRR, Hosen STRBI0EIED.

Dogs are useful in guarding the villages and at night they break into furious barks at the approach of any
wild animal. They are useful too in hunting small game, and invaluable as scavengers, for by devouring human
excrements and other refuse they keep Chenchu villages tolerably clean. %08, e0 @oches e @5dG0.

Contractorsgenerally introducelarge numbers of plains' peopleto reap thesefruits, and the portion which
the Chenchus are able to collect is therefore insignificant. seogRpEt BH0ESYD 0B sRden BEHES
DO T WOTHOBE) HE A5BEI0E SB0E00835.

It seems doubtful whether the Chenchus on the south-western part of the plateau ever possess enough
surplus flowers to pursue such practices, for not only isthe locality lessfertile, but their own demands on the
mohua flowers as food are heavier.

One of the few opportunities for the Chenchus to ‘make money’ that is to acquire cash, is the annual
pilgrimage to Srisailam. @o<hen Fageo HoPPOTHE D8 EBe0 d5RGBID 28 eGRTO.

The Chenchusoffer their servicesas colliesand guidesand help the pilgrimsin crossing theriver. Enterprising
men and sometimeswholefamilieswill go to Sri Sailam aweek or so beforethe feast and earn familieswill go
to Sri Sailam aweek or so before the feast and earn wages by erecting shelters for the many thousands of
pilgrimsthat are annually expected. It isinteresting to note that many of the Chenchu settlements cluster along
these piligrims routes to the Srisailam Temple. @Bowen ASPREOE D DGO ARASDEH.

The squirrel, occurring on the Nallamalai Hillsin two varieties. 5gsoeé® €esen 3ok Ssoen.

One of the few economic activitiesin which a Chenchu requires help, namely in honey collecting, hewill
usually go out with his brother-in-law, and not with a man of his own clan. @568 epsHon HS5o8
DB BD YOS D8

Reserves for aboriginal tribes have been established in America, Africa and Australia, not, as is often
asserted, because anthropol ogi sts wish to seclude these tribes as “ museum specimens,” but because it has been
recognized that pitch forked upon a world they cannot comprehend they have no other chance of survival.
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B30, TPOD DASIDERY TRBHO0B SPBBEOSFHD.

Each village community possesses a certain tract of land, which isthe common property of its members.
The boundaries are clearly defined and recognized by the Chenchus of the neighboring groups, while they are
jealously guarded against infringement by members of the other communities. These boundariesfollow natural
features of the countryside, running along rivers, valleys and ridges, but in places where no such featuresis
available, especially large trees or boulders are utilized as landmarks. Each tract now bears the name of the
permanent settlement of its owners and the Chenchu speaks of Irla Pentaland or Medimankal land as denoting
the tract which belongs to one of those villages. £& 20&8 HOsPERen ©0ePo0. HOPERS Bg FIPED
SO DEOSF Le0FRT.

Points of digging-sticks are straightened, honey-baskets are tied on hips, axes are shouldered and the
Chenchu is soon on his way. 83e0ty H¢8°R, §0eo (PFEO BDOER), (O HEWO DRSO BOTH GBED
DoO0 RO DAL,

Ultimately there is the custom that the proper partner for the dangerous task of honey-taking isaman’s
brother-in-law, since he is, as the Chenchus say, more dependable than a blood brother; and although this
explanation should not be taken too literally, the custom may date from atime when aman frequently resided
with hiswife's kinsmen. 83 25e0 85360 eRSH5000 B8 S, TP o0 WOTED OBTPO0HRS
DODIEB00EIP0.

Now days he is only tolerated, where he was once the undisputed lord.
—Haimendorf, 1943

BBIRB HYEOEE DO 88 BEONSI Teerte FPBHOW, R0 VBB HEP Horee BBID;E0w
BBODSBOTRO.
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‘Tribes of India, Sruggle for survival’ - Haimendorf 1082

‘All the innovations resulting from the commercial exploitation of forests had come so rapidly that the
Chenchus had no time to adjust mentally and materially to the new conditions. They felt baffled and helpless
when watching the ever-increasing inroadsinto the forests, which they had always considered their undisputed
domain.’” - (Page No0.82)

‘For the Chenchus, the destruction of bamboo in their habitat will be catastrophic. They depend on
bamboo not only for the construction of their huts and for making many of their utensils, but above all for the
manufacture of baskets and mats, which they traditionally sell or barter for agricultural, produce. It is no
exaggeration to say that the depletion of the stocks of bamboo in the forests of the Amrabad Plateau would
makethe areavirtually uninhabitablefor itsoriginal denizens. Thefact that the prospect of such adevelopment
is by no means a figment of the imagination is demonstrated by the fate of other forest dwellers of Andhra
Pradesh, whose life has been totally disrupted by a forest policy unmindful of the rights and needs of tribal
populations.” - (Page No.83)

‘The Chenchus are now no longer concentrating on the gathering of wild plants for consumption, but
gather marketable commaodities and take them to Girijan depots, wherethey are paid for in cash. Withthat cash
they then buy grain for their daily consumption.” - (Page No.83)

‘Even the poorest peasant, rooted in the traditions of an agricultural society, makesevery effort to provide
for areplacement of the plough cattle so vital for his economic survival. The Chenchu, used to the hand-to-
mouth existence of the food gatherer and hunter, has no such innate care for the morrow, and any scheme
aiming at atransformation of hiseconomy would haveto extend over avery long period during which sympathetic
guidance would have to nurture the growth of a sense of economic realism.” - (Page No.120)

‘Already in 1940 a number of Chenchus owned buffaloes which they used for milking The Chenchus
semi-nomadic life-style would be compatible with the devel opment of pastoral pursuits. However, contact with
cattle brought into the forest area by Banjara grazers resulted in epidemics of foot-and-mouth disease, which
wiped out most of the buffaloes in the possession of Chenchus. Hence in 1977 the Chenchus of the upper
plateau owned fewer cattle than the previous generation had possessed.” - (Page N0.82)

‘Theoverdl literacy ratefor al thetribal areas of Andhra Pradesh was 5.34 percent in 1971, and had risen
t08.62 percent by 1978. The system of ashram schools providing boarding facilitiesfor tribal children extends
toall thedidtricts containing tribal populations, including Mahabubnagar and Kurnool, where school educationis
provided even to the children of the semi-nomadic Chenchus.

‘It remains to be seen whether those Chenchus who have spent several years in boarding schools will be
able to readjust to the forest life of their parents. If they have lost the skill of gathering marketable forest
produce or have devel oped wants which cannot be met from the income Chenchus derive from the sale of such
produce, education may be a mixed blessing except for those young people who obtain jobs outside their
traditional habitat.” - (Page No.142)

‘Chenchu elite does not identify with their illiterate fellow tribesmen and are not inclined to act as their
spokesmen or to provide any kind of leadership. Like many other educated tribesmen, they are moreinterested
in asclose as possible assimilation to the caste Hindus with whom they haveto work intheir employment. Even
should any of them have political ambitions, the Chenchu communities, whose loyalty and support they could
probably gain, aretoo small in numbersto provide sufficient voteseveninloca eections.”-(Page No. 147)

‘Inthe old daysall the Chenchus of the small settlement of Srisailam were feasted at the four main temple
festivals, i.e., Shivaratri, Sankranti, Ugadi, and Khumbam, but since 1977 this happens only at Sankranti. Onthe
other hand, a few Chenchus are now employed in the temple and paid cash wages.” - (Page No.167)
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